
CONTAINER CARE 
MINI TRAINING

Home Sown Gardens 



Gather supplies

• Pruners

• Bucket

• Water-soluble fertilizer

• Watering can, bucket, or hose 
and nozzle
• Check for water access before 

putting fertilizer on the soil



General tasks

• Deadheading: removing spent flowers or foliage

• Pinching/Thinning: removing excess growth

• Fertilizing: promoting healthy, robust blooms

• Watering: Always, unless it’s already soaked

• Cleanup exterior: wipe down container, edges, 
surfaces around the container

• Rotate, if makes sense. 

• Record: Notes, how’s it look? Photos!? Concerns? 
Record fertilizer use!



Fertilizer

• Water-Soluble All-Purpose 

• Apply to the surface of the soil at rate 
indicated

• Can burn plants, always water into 
the soil

• Check that water is available before 
applying to the soil surface

• 1 scoop per 8 plants in the ground or 
a window box

• ½ scoop for a container smaller than 
5gal (your bucket is 5gal)

• 1 scoop for a container between 5-15 
gal (1-3 buckets by volume)

• 2 scoops for a container larger than 
15 gal (more than 3 buckets by 
volume



Deadheading/leafing

• Better to use pruners to cut rather than pulling.

• Any spent blooms or damaged leaves

• Stops the seed making process, more energy devoted 
to more flowers

• Makes things look neater



Deadheading



Thinning

• Remove oldest leaves from thrillers

• Use pruners to cut at the base

• Make space for new growth



Pinching - trailing
• Pinch long, trailing plants

• Remove 1/3-1/2 the length

• Cut at a leaf for a tidy appearance



Pinching –
height/width

• Pinching to reduce size

• Balance/shape

• Uncover windows

• Bullying other plants



Rotating - maybe

• Lean towards light

• Rotate the container ¼ turn 
to straighten out growth

• Not possible with all 
containers



Sept - Maintenance
Deadhead spent 

blooms

Deadleaf damaged 

leaves

Fertilize with soluble 

fertilizer, water in

Thin “Thriller” plants

Pinch “Filler” plants

Pinch “Spiller” plants

Rotate container if 

possible/makes sense

Clean off the exterior of 

the container
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