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FORMAT

• These groundcovers are found in Chapter 22 of the MNLA Manual

• Clickable links in the PDF of the slides

• Click through to get more info and additional photos

• All photos used are HSG images or are credited to the source via Creative 

Commons use License 2.0.

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.mnla.biz/resource/collection/6F4B6575-A34D-4FEB-BC8A-68D04EAACF25/22.MNLA%20Plant%20Identification%20Resource.pdf


Aegopod ium podagrar ia - Snow-
on-the-Mountain , Goutweed

Family: Apiaceae

Tolerates drought and heavy shade

Can get sunscald 

Can be aggressive

• "Aegopodium podagraria 'Variegatum' Podgarycznik pospolity 2010-05 02" by Agnieszka 
Kwiecień, Nova is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=243464&isprofile=0&
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=243464&isprofile=0&


Asarum canadens is – Wild 
Ginger

Family: Aristolochiaceae

6” H, 18” W

Native groundcover

Does well in shade

Fuzzy, heart shaped leaves

Flowers bloom underneath their foliage, laying 
on the ground to be pollinated by ants.

"Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense)" by wackybadger is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.

https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/wild-ginger-asarum-spp/


Conval lar ia maja l i s  –  Li ly-of-
the-Val ley

Family: Asparagaceae

Fragrant flowers in spring

Super tough, tolerates heavy shade, 

deer, rabbits, drought.

Persistent foliage, susceptible to 

sunscald

• "Lily of the Valley" by robzanos is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c250
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c250


Gal ium odoratum –  Sweet 
Woodruf f

Family: Rubiaceae

Needs adequate moisture

Shade to heavy shade

Sweet smelling blooms

If in too much sun, will die back by 
midsummer

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c820
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c820


Lamium  maculatum -  Dead 
Nett le

Family: Lamiaceae

Cute blooms in early summer

A lot of variation in the leaf color

Can be aggressive and invasive, seeds 

and spreads by rooting stems

https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/spotted-deadnettle-lamium-maculatum/
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/spotted-deadnettle-lamium-maculatum/


Pachysandra terminal is  -  
Japanese Spurge

Family: Buxaceae

Tolerates deep shade, critters

Spreads rhizomatically

• "Pachysandra terminalis" by Carl E Lewis is licensed under CC BY 2.0.

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=278317&isprofile=1&basic=Pachysandra%20terminalis


Vinca minor  -  Periwinkle

Family:  Apocynaceae

Cute blue-purple blooms

Glossy green foliage on long, trailing 

stems that root and spread

Full sun to full shade, needs well draining 

rich soil to establish in deep shade

"Vinca minor" by OhDuranDuran is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sewmg/files/2011/02/PPtsVinca.pdf
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