
SHEARING 
PERENNIALS



Shearing 

• Shear to the ground once per year

• Promotes new growth and a second 
bloom

• Flowers open from bottom to top

• Shear if they are about halfway 
through blooming
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Salvia

Nepeta



Shearing 

• Shearing to the ground 
encourages neat, lush 
growth from the base 

• It feels cruel, but it’s 
GOOD!

• Shearing too late won’t 
let them rebloom

• Shearing more than once 
can kill them
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Sheared to the 
ground last month

Not sheared
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Columbine Aquilegia
If it’s the orange native kind, the other varieties 
can just be deadheaded

Spiderwort Tradescantia


