
SHEARING SPIREAS

Home Sown Gardens 2026



EQUIPMENT

• Shears

• Pruners

• Bucket

• Debris container

• Tarp

• Pop up

• Bag
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TIMING

Late June/July

As soon as plants are done blooming

Only shear once

Can remove “twangers” again later in the year if it’s a 

high detail site, otherwise let the deer prune them in 

the winter



WHY SHEAR?

• To promote more blooms throughout the growing season

• To keep a tidy mounded form



HOW TO SHEAR

• Use shears to take ¼ - 1/3 of 

the plant following the natural 

shape of the plant

• May need to use your pruners 

to take out larger branches that 

have become overgrown
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WHICH SPIREAS GET 
SHEARED?

• Plants that were sheared during Spring Clean

• A large portion in the Spirea japonica and Spirea betulifolia 

groups

• Varieties include:  Alpine,  Double Play Big Bang and Candy 

Corn, Goldmound,  Little Princess, Little Spark



WHO DON’T GET SHEARED?

• Bridal Wreath, Bridal Veil, etc

• Dramatic arching form, very gorgeous

• Spring bloomers, they are setting their flowers for 

next year now
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